'| .complex
changing geopolitical reali--
_tigsrand newtechmologies. .

re-examinat

“B;r.H‘aniul-'laz‘aimeh

qulres an 6ng01ng re-exam-
ination of law and policy
and an attitude of internal

| discourse and healthy selfs

,crifticism,.-lacc_ording to a
primer compiled . as part of
the Jordan Media Strength-

ening Programme-(JMSP}.. -
».-In. spite of steps taken to .

support freedom.of expres-

- sion and to ensure thatreg-

~ulatioms go_vern,m_g the
media are in line with in-

ternational and: logal : stan-.

-dards;~Jordan.is struggling
with many competing and
. Interests.. as

’Medla-j’“ :trengthe |
' 0mWwMt;

scntences for the expres-
gion of

-oplnlon an

- national and local experts,

alse called on the relevant

. authorities to-abolish taxes -
on printing:press produc- .,
. tion.inputs, adding that the..,

_government-shauld. phase -

out its ownership:of print

.‘.medla ouLleLs andremove -

any licensing. restraints on-
the printed press.

.It.also-called for amend- :

ing the 1971 Protection of.

-8tate Security, Secrets-and -
. Documents Law, the 2007

Right of Access-to informa-

iion TLaw and -Artiecle 19 of

fo transform the produc-,:

.tion and distribution.of in-, .

formation, the primer said.

It recommendsd lifting -

press-association member- -

ship requirements for jour-
nalists and removing any
other agpects of law that

.permit detention add jail;
I I ] )

.the intefndtional Covenant.::
01 . Givil.sand-, Pohtlcal

: nghts based on. the princi-
ples of maximuni informa-.
tion- andfewer exceptions,. .

noting . that. such .steps..

wanld facllitata :journal--.
ists" performance and. en-.-

‘hance thelr work. ,
In addition, the primer
encouraged he publi )

d the
i hel'r
1 WThe: pr]rmer,,whlch-. was onhne.
prepared by several inter-

going

“tor to be more open and
transparent by pubhshmg
"le d/de .

With regard to: auchmn—
sual media, the primer
highlighted the impor-
tance of amending the Jor-
dan. Radio ‘and Television

‘Gorporation;Law . and the

imecesgsity - of abolishing
government control on- the.
corporatmn Dl

- Furthermore, it said the,
development of audiovisu-
almedia requires an inde-
. pendent.regulatory party
ito -develop-a broadcast

.code of content in consul-
~tation with the industry

and a monitoring and com-
» pliange Mmechanism based

-primarily..on; complalnts
from ithe puhhc Lo enhance

production; : Gt e B

A-The, JMSP: is,. SAID-
funded initlatwe‘seeklng
to strengthen media inde-
~pendence.by. building pro-
fessionalism . among
smerging and mid- -Qaresr




